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ANNUAL  REPORT 

1937. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  LYMM. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  twelfth  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District 
of  Lymm  covering  the  year  1937. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year,  viz.,  13.76  is  low  compared 
with  that  for  England  and  Wales,  which  is  14.9.  The  Corrected 
Death  Rate,  15.45,  is  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales, 
which  is  12.4.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  43,  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  being  58.  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  is  nil, 
and  for  England  and  Wales  3.23. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Following  the  procedure  in  recent  Annual  Reports,  the 
following  are  the  subjects  for  consideration  : — 

DESCRIPTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  area  of  the  Lymm  Urban  District  is  4,241  acres,  the 
area  being  somewhat  modified  during  1933  (see  1934  Report). 

The  two  Wards  of  Lymm  and  Booth’s  Hill  are  mainly  on 
high  ground  about  200  feet  above  sea  level,  and  built  largely 
upon  a  substratum  of  red  sandstone.  The  Statham  and  Heatley 
Wards,  however,  constituting  about  one  half  of  the  District,  are 
generally  flat,  the  subsoil  being  mainly  alluvial  clay,  which, 
prior  to  the  cutting  of  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal,  ran  on  to  the 
bed  of  the  River  Mersey.  The  Ship  Canal  forms  the  main  part 
of  the  northern  boundary,  the  Lymm  area  being  contiguous  with 
the  Warrington  Rural  area  for  about  two  miles.  On  the  eastern 
and  about  one  half  of  the  southern  side,  the  District  is  con¬ 
tiguous  to  the  Bucklow  Rural  area,  and  on  Jthe  remainder  of  the 
southern  boundary  and  also  on  the  western  boundary  it  joins 
up  with  the  Runcorn  Rural  District.  In  Heatley  Ward  the 
northern  boundary  is  the  River  Bollin  which,  after  about  one 
mile,  enters  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal.  Massey  Brook  to  the 
west,  the  River  Dane  in  the  centre,  and  a  brook  in  Heatley  in 
the  east,  all  with  good  falls  into  the  Ship  Canal,  give  good 
natural  drainage  to  the  District. 
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1  he  Bridgewater  Canal  passes  right  through  the  District 
from  west  to  east,  as  does  the  London,  Midland  and  Scottish 
Railway  and  the  main  road  from  Warrington  to  Altrincham. 

Rateable  Value,  end  of  1937,  £33,815  ; 

„  1936,  £33,632. 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate,  £127. 

Number  of  Houses,  end  of  1937,  1,818 

(according  to  Rate  Books). 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA, 

Lymm  and  Booth  s  Hill  Wards  are  mainly  residential,  with 
many  large  houses  and  most  of  the  cottage  property. 
Statham  Ward  is  partly  residential,  but  mainly  agricultural  land. 
Heatley  Ward,  besides  being  a  residential  village,  has  two 
fairly  large  salt  works,  the  remainder  being  agricultural  land. 

The  principal  occupations  are  agriculture,  brine  pumping, 
tool  and  scientific  instrument  making,  gold-beating,  hamper 
making,  building,  and  the  usual  retail  trading  concerns. 
Fustian-cutting  was  formerly  the  main  industry  in  the  District, 
but  has  now  died  out. 


POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Population  for  the 
mid-year  1937  is  given  as  5,899,  a  decrease  of  18  on  the  figure 
given  last  year.  The  decennial  Census  returns  for  the  District 

are  as  follows:  — 1911,  4,989;  1921,  5,283;  and  1931,  5,643. 
The  estimated  increase  since  the  last  Census  is  256. 

BIRTHS. 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered  total  82,  Males  44  and 
Females  38.  The  Live  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  equals  13.76  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population  against  14.9  for  England  and 
Wales.  There  were  3  Still  Births,  and  none  Illegitimate.  The 
number  of  confinements  attended  by  the  County  Midwife,  Nurse 
Wardle  ,  was  53,  2  abortions,  3  still  births  (2  anencephalous). 

DEATHS. 

There  were  92  Deaths  registered  during  the  year,  48  Males 
and  44  Females,  giving  a  Corrected  Death  Rate  of  15.45  for  the 
year  against  10.70  in  1936,  and  12.4  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1937. 

The  average  Death  Rate  for  the  previous  5  years  is  1  1 .42. 


Principal  Causes  of  Death  :  There  were  34  deaths  from 
Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases,  12  from  Respiratory  Diseases, 
including  5  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Pneumonia 
was  the  cause  of  6  deaths. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  or  Whooping 
Cough. 

Cancer  was  the  cause  of  10  deaths,  4  Males  and  6  Females. 
The  average  age  at  death  of  Cancer  patients  was  57  years,  the 
previous  year  71.  The  figures  for  the  last  12  years  show  the 
following  numbers  of  deaths  from  Cancer: — 8,  5,  7,  6,  8,  12, 
14,  9,  11,  12,  7  and  10. 

The  average  age  at  death  of  Cancer  patients  was  Males,  65  ; 
Females,  55. 

There  were  15  deaths  from  all  causes  between  the  ages  of 
70  and  80  years,  and  13  deaths  between  the  ages  of  80  and  90 
years,  and  2  at  ages  over  90  years. 


Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates 

for  the  past  10  years  :  — 


1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Birth 

Rates 

13.1 

12.9 

15.1 

14.9 

14.4 

15.7 

12.3 

12.9 

13.71 

13.76 

Death 

Rates 

9.5 

11.5 

12.2 

12.3 

13.0 

13.1 

10.6 

9.8 

10.70  15.45 

Inf.  Mort. 
Rates  65 

95 

34 

61 

73 

21 

nil 

53 

36 

43 

Ward  Distribution  of  Deaths  from  all  Causes. 


1935 

1936 

1937 

Booth’s  Hill  Ward . 

13 

16 

22 

Heatley  Ward . 

16 

21 

27 

Lymm  Ward  . 

17 

23 

28 

Statham  Ward . 

11 

4 

15 

Total 

57 

64 

92 

Deaths  of  Residents  who  have  Died  Outside  the  District  : — 


Hospital. 

M. 

F. 

T  otal. 

Knutsford  Infirmary . 

7 

5 

12 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Warrington  Infirmary  . 

1 

1 

2 

Altrincham  General . 

2 

2 

4 

Newcastle-under-Lyme  . 

1 

— 

1 

Warrington  Isolation . 

1 

1 

2 

Cheshire  Joint  Sanatorium 

- — 

1 

1 

Runcorn  R.D . 

— 

1 

1 

Manchester  Ancoats . 

2 

1 

3 

Manchester  St.  Mary’s  . 

— 

2 

2 

Macclesfield  County  Mental  ...  1 

- v. 

16 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

15 

1 

31 

There  were  4  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  during 
1937,  giving  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  43.0  against  36  the 
previous  year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1937  was  58. 
The  average  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  Lymm  District  for  the 
last  12  years  is  48.4,  which  is  well  below  the  average  for  England 
and  Wales  for  a  similar  period. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE  REPORT. 

The  Annual  Report  of  Nurse  Meadows  is  as  follows  :  — 


Number  Registered . 

1175 

Removals . 

170 

Over  Age . 

692 

Deaths  (18  years)  . 

37 

899 

Total  on  Register  (including  74  New 

Members) . 

. . . 

276 

Attendances . 

1869 

Consultations  . 

766 

Sessions . 

47 

The  Council  is  not  the  Authority  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Hospitals  :  With  regard  to  Infectious  Diseases,  arrange¬ 
ments  exist  with  the  County  Borough  of  Warrington  to  take  in 
at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Aikin  Street,  Warrington, 
all  cases  which  require  Hospital  Treatment.  For  the  treatment 
of  Small-Pox,  an  annual  retaining  fee  is  paid  by  the  Council 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  Special  Hospital  at  San  key 
belonging  to  the  Warrington  Corporation.  Non  Infectious  Cases 
such  as  general  medical  and  surgical  cases  go  mainly  to  ^  the 
Warrington,  Altrincham  and  Manchester  Hospitals,  whilst 
Public  Assistance  Cases  go  to  Knutsford  and  Mental  Cases  go 
to  the  County  Mental  Hospital  at  Macclesfield. 

Cancer  Campaign  :  Lymm  being  a  constituent  authority 
under  the  Warrington  and  District  Branch  of  the  British  Empire 
Cancer  Campaign,  residents  in  the  area  are  entitled  to  Free 
Radium  Treatment  at  the  Liverpool  Radium  Institute,  at  I 
Myrtle  Street,  Liverpool,  in  all  cases  where  the  Consultant 
Medical  Officer  considers  that  such  treatment  is  suitable. 

Applications  for  vouchers  should  be  made  by  the  Medical 
Practitioner  concerned  to  Dr.  S.  F.  Allison,  Health  Department, 
Sankey  Street,  Warrington.  It  is  also  essential  that  the  patient 
should  take  a  letter  from  his  or  her  own  Doctor  along  to  the 
Radium  Institute. 

Maternity  Homes  :  There  is  now  one  Registered  Maternity 
Home  in  the  District  situated  at  Heatley.  Twenty-four  births 
occurred  during  1937. 

Ambulance  Facilities  :  For  Infectious  Disease  Cases  there 
is  an  existing  arrangement  with  the  Warrington  Corporation, 
Telephone  :  Warrington  1282.  For  accidents  and  general  ill¬ 
nesses  an  arrangement  exists  with  the  Altrincham  Urban  District 
Council  for  the  use  of  their  ambulance  whenever  called  for. 
Telephone  :  Altrincham  2610. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  :  This  is  on  Booth’s  FLU  Road  and 
is  maintained  by  the  County  Council.  A  Health  Visitor  is  in 
attendance  and  the  School  Medical  Officer  attends  monthly. 
Sessions  are  held  weekly  and  are  conducted  by  a  rota  of  local 
Medical  Practitioners.  Other  activities  at  the  Centre  include  a 
daily  Minor  Ailments  Clinic,  and  periodical  visits  by  the  County 
School  Occulist  and  School  Dentist. 

MORTUARY  :  During  the  year  the  Public  Mortuary,  which  was 
established  by  the  Council  in  the  old  hospital  buildings  at  Massey 
Brook  Lane  during  1932,  was  used  on  eight  occasions.  Five 
cases  belonged  to  the  Lymm  district,  and  one  each  to  Partington, 
Agden  and  High  Legh.  All  in  the  Bucklow  Rural  District. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS. 


There  were  32  notifications  of 

Infectious  Diseases  during 

the  year,  against  20  the  previous 
follows  :  — 

year.  The  details  are  as 

Diphtheria . 

.  9 

Scarlet  Fever . 

.  10 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

.  5 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

.  4 

Erysipelas . 

.  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

.  1 

Total  .  30 

Hospital  Treatment:  A  total  of  14  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  were  removed  to  Hospital  during  the  year,  viz.,  Scarlet 
Fever  4,  Diphtheria  9,  Undulant  Fever  1. 

TYPHOID  Fever  :  There  has  not  been  a  case  of  Typhoid 
Fever  in  the  District  since  1926. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  PREVENTION. 

IMMUNISATION  :  The  following  diphtheria  prophylactics  are 
kept  in  stock  in  the  Public  Health  Department  on  behalf  of  the 
local  practitioners.  They  are  issued  to  the  doctors  on  demand, 
free  of  charge,  the  patients  being  responsible  for  the  injection 
fees. 

(1)  Anatoxin-Ramon.  3  bulbs  ea.  1  cc.  BIO  2100. 

(2)  Diphtheria  Prophylactic  A.P.T.  in  rubber  capped 

bottles.  (Two  injections). 

ANTITOXIN  :  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  Behring  (4000  units  in 
8  ccs.)  in  “Serule”  packing  is  supplied  to  the  doctors,  who  carry 
them  for  use  in  emergency. 

Anti-tetanus  serum  has  been  supplied  to  a  doctor  on  one 
occasion  free  of  charge  for  a  patient  involved  in  a  street 
accident. 

DIAGNOSIS  :  Throat  and  nose  swabs  for  diagnosis  of  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  are  supplied  and  examined  by  the  Warrington 
P.H.D.  in  conjunction  with  Aikin  Street  Isolation  Hospital. 
Number  examined  73,  of  which  5  were  positive.  The  County 
1  uberculosis  Officer  arranges  the  examination  of  sputums. 


SCHOOLS. 

Non-Provided  Schools  :  Three,  viz.  : — 

Pepper  Street  C.E.  School. 

Statham  C.E.  School,  Warrington  Road. 

Sandy  Lane  C.E.  School,  Heatley. 

These  buildings  and  premises  are  lacking  in  many  modern 
amenities,  the  principal  defects  being  cindered  and,  therefore, 
dusty  playgrounds,  obsolete  and  inadequate  closet  and  washing 
accommodation,  bad  lighting  and  ventilation. 

Provided  Schools  :  One,  viz.  : — 

Oughtrington  Council  School,  Oughtrington  Crescent. 

This  school  is  in  good  condition. 

WATER  Supply  :  The  water  supplied  to  each  of  the  above 
schools  is  from  the  Council  s  main,  on  the  constant  system. 

Outbreak  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  :  From  January 
to  October  only  one  case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified. 
During  October  and  November,  15  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria  were  notified.  1  hese  cases  were  mainly  in  one  class 
in  Pepper  Street  School.  The  children  were  all  examined  and  a 
virulent  diphtheria  “carrier”  was  discovered  and  isolated  until 
three  negative  swabs  were  obtained.  The  outbreak  ceased  after 
the  exclusion  of  this  scholar. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  close  the  school  but  the  entire 
premises  were  fumigated. 

One  thousand  handbills  relating  to  diphtheria  were  circulated 
throughout  the  district  for  the  guidance  of  parents. 

The  outbreak  cleared  up  rapidly,  two  scarlet  fever  cases 
being  the  only  notifications  during  December. 

PLAYING  FIELDS  OWNED  BY  LYMM  U.DX. 


Lymm  Ward  : — 


Manor  Road . 

.  % 

acre. 

The  Crescent  . 

. 2 

acres 

Park  Road . 

. 1 

acre. 

Booth’s  Hill  Ward  : — 

Barsbank  Lane . 

. 1 

acre. 

Statham  Ward  : — 

Whitbarrow  R.oad  . 

•  ' .  l'/4 

acres 

Heatley  Ward  : — 

Sandy  Lane . 

. 3 

acres 

1  otal 


9  acres. 


The  following  Tables,  &c.,  are  included,  viz.  :  — 

Table  I. — Causes  of  Death  (page  13). 

Table  II. — Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate  and  Analysis  of 
Mortality  (page  14). 

Table  III. — Age  Groups  of  Notifiable  Infectious 
Diseases  (page  15). 

Table  IV. — Ward  Distribution  of  Notifiable  Infectious 

Diseases  (page  16). 

Table  V. — Ten  Years’  Summary  of  Infectious 

Diseases  (page  1 7). 

Table  VI. — Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality 
(page  18). 

Table  VII. — Principal  Causes  of  Death  during  the  last 
Ten  Years  (page  19). 

Table  VIII. — Inspections  of  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces  (page  20). 


In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  all  Members  of  the  Council 
for  their  interested  consideration  of  all  matters  brought  forward, 
the  Clerk  and  Staff  for  willing  co-operation  and,  in  particular, 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  their  loyal  assistance  at  all  times. 

I  am.  Sirs, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  BENNETT, 

M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.),  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  I. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  LYMM  URBAN  DISTRICT 

for  1937. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Civilians  only. 

Males. 

Females. 

/\11  CclUSGS  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

48 

44 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  . 

— 

— 

Small-pox...  .  •••  . . . 

— 

— - 

Measles...  . .  . .  ••• 

— . 

— 

Scarlet  Fever . 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough . 

1 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

Influenza .  •••  ••• 

3 

1 

Encephalitis  lethargica . 

— 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system . 

3 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases  . 

— 

1 

Syphilis  . 

— 

- 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

— 

_ 

Cancer,  malignant  disease . 

4 

6 

Diabetes  . 

— 

2 

Rheumatic  Fever . . . 

— 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c . 

— 

1 

Heart  disease . 

17 

11 

Other  circulatory  diseases  . 

4 

2 

Bronchitis . 

1 

_ 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

2 

4 

Other  respiratory  diseases . 

— 

— 

Peptic  Ulcer  . 

- — 

_ 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum . 

— 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) . 

— • 

, ,  ri- 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis . 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  liver . 

— 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  &c . 

1 

- 

Other  digestive  diseases  . 

1 

2 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  . 

— 

1 

Puerperal  sepsis  . 

— 

- . 

Other  puerperal  causes  . 

— 

- — 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  pre¬ 
mature  birth  . 

1 

Senility  . .  . .  ••• 

— 

— 

Suicide 

— 

1 

Other  deaths  from  violence  . 

3 

1 

Other  defined  diseases . 

7 

5 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown . . 

— 

— 

Aneurysm  . 

— 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis  . 

. 

Polioencephalitis  . • 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  j  Total  . 

1 

3 

under  1  year..  (  Illegitimate . 

— 

— 

Total  Births  . 

44 

38 

Legitimate.  .  •••  •=>•  . . .  . 

44 

38 

illegitimate . 

1 1 " 

' 

Population  ...  5,899. 
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TABLE  III.— AGE  GROUPS  OF  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1937. 
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TABLE  V. 

TEN  YEARS’  SUMMARY  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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*  Two  cases  transferred  from  other  Districts. 


TABLE  VI. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1937. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

i 

M.  F. 

i 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years 

0—1 

! 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

1—5 

5—10 

! 

1  1  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10—15 

1 

i 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25 

! 

—  !  1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

—  |  1 

| 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■■ 

35—45 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

45—55 

1  |  — 
i 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

1 

—  1  1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  and 

upwards 

1 

7  i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

! 

2  j  3 

I 

3 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

5 

4 

3 

1 

What  is  the  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total 
tuberculosis  deaths? — One  death  not  notified. 

In  your  opinion,  is  the  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  your 
district  efficient? — Yes. 

Has  any  action  been  taken  in  cases  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal 
to  n  oti  f y  ? — N o . 

Is  there  any  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of,  or  mortality 
from,  tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  district? — No. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925. — Any  action  taken  under  these  Regulations  relating  to  tuber¬ 
culous  employees  in  the  milk  trade? — Under  Article  3,  None.  Under 
Article  5,  None.  Under  Article  6,  None.  Under  Article  7,  None. 

PUBLIC  PlEALTH  Act,  1925. — Any  action  taken  under  Section 
62  ?— No. 


TABLE  VII. 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  LAST 

TEN  YEARS. 


Year. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

T  uberculosis. 

Cancer. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Pneumonia. 

Other 

Respiratory 

Diseases. 

Heart  and 

Circulatory 

Diseases. 

1928  . 

1 

5 

1  1 

7  | 

— 

— 

1 

10 

19 

1929  . 

3 

— 

6 

— 

— 

6 

13 

23 

1930  . 

2 

— 

8 

1 

— 

6 

14 

11 

1931  . 

5 

1 

12 

— 

4 

9 

17 

1932  . 

1 

1 

14 

— 

3 

3 

3 

14 

1933  . 

2 

— 

9 

— 

1 

6 

10 

35 

1934  . 

2 

2 

11 

— 

1 

2 

24 

1935  . 

— 

3 

10 

— 

— 

5 

10 

33 

1936  . 

6 

1 

7 

— 

— 

4 

6 

18 

1937  . 

3 

1 

10 

— 

2 

6 

1 

35 

29 

10 

94 

1 

8 

42 

78 

229 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


for  the  Urban  District  of  Lymrn  in  the  County  of  Chester 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

in  connection  with 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


PREMISES. 

(1) 

NUMBER  OF 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(4) 

FACTORIES  (including  Factory 
Laundries)  . 

17 

2 

WORKSHOPS  (including  Work¬ 
shop  Laundries)  . 

34 

7 

WORKPLACES  (other  than  Out¬ 
workers’  Premises) . 

6 

1 

— 

Total  . 

57 

10 

— 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


PARTICULARS. 

(1) 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS. 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted. 

(5) 

1 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred  to 

H  M. 

Inspector. 

(4) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts: — * 

Want  of  cleanliness  . 

6 

4 

Want  of  ventilation  . 

Overcrowding  . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors... 

2 

Other  nuisances  . 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient . 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

6 

6 

_ 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 

W orfyshop  A  cts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 

ground  bakehouses  (s.  101) 
Other  offences . 

~ 

(Excluding  offences  rela¬ 
ting  to  outwork  and 

offences  under  the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops 
Transfer  of  Powers)  Order 
1921.) 

Total  . .  ... 

14 

10 

— 

— 

including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTORS’  REPORT 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  LYMM. 


Gentlemen, 

We  have  the  honour  to  present  our  Annual  Report  relative 
to  Sanitary  and  Public  Health  Work  carried  out  in  the  Urban 
District  of  Lymm  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937, 
together  with  the  Report  of  the  Building  Inspector. 

The  Report  is  grouped  under  the  following  headings  :  — 

(1)  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(i)  Water. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

(iii)  Closet  Accommodation. 

(iv)  Public  Cleansing. 

(v)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

(vi)  Shops. 

(vii)  Smoke  Abatement. 

(viii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

(ix)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(2)  HOUSING. 

(i)  Tabular  Statement  of  Inspections. 

(ii)  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice 

(iii)  Action  taken  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(iv)  Overcrowding  position  at  year  end  and  progress  made 

(3)  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(i)  Milk  Supply. 

(ii)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

(iii)  Adulteration,  &c. 

(iv)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food, 

(v)  Nutrition. 

(vi)  Shellfish  (Molluscan). 

(4)  BUILDING  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply — Public. 

Extension  of  Mains,  &c.— New  mains  laid  total  306  yards  of 
four  inch  diameter  mains  and  162  yards  of  three  inch  diameter. 

New  house  services  connected  number  32. 

New  metered  premises  (farms,  &c.),  8. 

On  March  27th,  1937,  a  Booster  Plant  was  put  into  operation 
to  improve  pressure  at  Broomedge,  which  is  the  most  elevated 
position  in  the  district. 

A  total  of  64,164,000  gallons  have  been  pumped  from  the 
boreholes  in  the  Dingle. 

At  the  beginning  of  1937  there  were  35  dwelling  houses  not 
connected  to  the  Council  s  mains.  Of  these,  12  remain  to  be 
dealt  with.  The  following  table  shows  the  year’s  progress  :  — 

Premises  not  connected  to  mains  supply 
January,  1937  .  35 

Number  connected  after  sampling  and  service 

of  notices  ...  . 

Number  connected  without  any  action . 

Number  where  notices  are  outstanding . 

Number  of  private  supplies  found  satisfactory 
Number  remaining  to  be  dealt  with  December, 

1937  . 

35 


8 

1 

11 

3 

12 


WATER  Analysis. — During  1936  and  the  greater  part  of 
1937,  the  turbine  pump  was  not  raising  water  from  No.  1  bore¬ 
hole  on  account  of  the  dam  being  empty  to  allow  constructional 
improvements  to  the  dam  and  the  road  over  it.  By  December, 
1937,  the  dam  had  been  refilled  and  the  turbine  pump  put  back 
into  service. 

On  December  22nd,  1937,  complaints  were  received  of 
excessive  content  of  chlorides,  mainly  sodium,  in  the  water 
delivered  to  consumers. 

Individual  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  each  of  the 
three  boreholes  for  both  chemical  and  bacteriological  purity.  It 
was  then  definitely  established  that  No.  1  borehole  had  an 
exceptional  chloride  content,  and  the  raising  of  water  from  this 
source  was  discontinued  and  consulting  engineers  called  in  to 
investigate  the  cause.  Their  report  is  not  yet  complete. 


The  other  two  boreholes  were  previously  sampled  for 
chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  in  March,  1937.  There 
was  little  change  in  their  case  in  December  apart  from  a  rise  in 
total  hardness  from  25.8  to  28  degrees  (Clarke  s  process). 
Bacteriologically  the  results  were  “entirely  satisfactory. 

The  quantity  of  water  has  at  all  times  been  ample  for  the 
needs  of  the  consumers. 

The  Council  has  decided  that  samples  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  purity  shall  be  taken  in  April  and  August  each 
year  from  each  of  the  three  pumps. 


Water  Supply — Private  Sources. 


Bacteriological 

Samples 

Collected. 

W.B.  10778  (1936) 

W.B.11038 

*W.B.  11329 
W.B.  11 387 
W.B.  11388 
W.B. 11389 

W.B.  1 1403 

W.B.1 1404 

W.B.  11405 

W.B.1 1431 

W.B.  11432 
W.B.1 1504 


♦W.B.1 1677 


Description  of 
Source. 

House  Pump. 

Pump  for  three 
houses. 

Farm  Pump. 
House  Pump. 
Farmhouse  Pump. 
Farm  Pump 
(Shippon). 
House;  Pump. 

Farm  Pump. 

Farm  Pump. 

Pump  for  three 
houses. 

House  Pump. 
Surface  Spring  for 
two  houses. 

Farm  Pump  same 
as  W.B.1 1329 

after  cleaning. 


Results. 

Heavily  polluted. 

Satisfactory. 

Grossly  polluted. 
Satisfactory. 
Satisfactory. 
Satisfactory. 

Excessive  colli- 
form  count. 

Not  fit  for 
drinking. 
Excessive  colli- 
formj  count. 
Grossly  polluted. 

Satisfactory. 
Grossly  polluted. 

Heavily  polluted. 


Action  Taken. 

Town  s  water  laid 
on  1937. 

Town’s  water  laid 
on. 

Well  cleaned. 

No  action. 

No  action. 

No  action. 

Formal  Notice 
served. 

Formal  Notice 
served. 

Town’s  water  laid. 

Town’s  water  laid. 

No  action. 

Appeal  to  Minister 
of  Health  by 
owner. 

Town’s  water 
being  laid. 


DRAINAGE. — During  the  year  the  new  sewerage  scheme 
which  was  commenced  in  1936  has  been  completed.  The 
scheme  includes  an  entirely  new  system  in  the  Heatley  district, 
where  the  old  sewers  had  completely  failed  owing  to  subsidence 
due  to  brine  pumping  operations.  A  separate  system  of  sewers 
for  foul  water  and  surface  water,  each  about  900  yards  in  length, 
has  been  laid  in  this  part  of  the  district,  and  two  new  pumping 
stations  have  been  constructed,  each  provided  with  duplicate 
automatic  electric  pumps.  In  the  Statham  district  a  new  outfall 
relief  sewer  consisting  of  concrete  tubes  24  inch  in  diameter, 
has  been  laid  for  a  length  of  about  1 ,000  yards,  continuing  with 
18  inch  diameter  tubes  for  a  further  length  of  about  400  yards, 


and  passing  beneath  the  London,  Midland  and  Scottish  Railway 
near  to  Statham  Crossing.  1  his  relief  sewer  has  been  connected 
to  the  existing  sewers  by  means  of  12  inch  and  9  inch  pipes  at 
various  points  as  required  in  the  Statham  area,  and  the  flooding 
of  the  sewers,  which  was  occurring  at  several  points,  has  been 
relieved. 

In  the  central  portion  of  the  district  near  to  Lymm  Village, 
where  the  existing  sewers  were  proving  inadequate,  a  new  15 
inch  pipe  sewer  about  900  yards  in  length  has  been  laid  and  the 
existing  storm  water  overflows  have  been  entirely  reconstructed 
to  comply  with  modern  requirements.  Considerable  lengths  of 
12  inch  and  9  inch  sewers  have  also  been  laid  in  this  area  to 
connect  up  the  various  sewers  in  adjoining  streets.  in  the 
southerly  portion  of  the  district  where  the  existing  sewers  were 
much  overcharged  during  heavy  rain  with  surface  water,  princi¬ 
pally  from  the  County  roads,  the  Cheshire  County  Council  has 
agreed  to  pay  the  cost  of  a  separate  surface  water  sewer  and  a 
new  sewer  consisting  of  15  inch,  12  inch  and  9  inch  pipes  has 
now  been  laid  in  and  adjoining  Higher  Lane,  the  total  length 
being  about  1,200  yards. 

Almost  all  the  houses  in  the  district  are  connected  to  the 
public  sewers  and  the  sewage  is  dealt  with  on  two  sewage  farms 
each  about  15  acres  in  extent.  At  Sow  Brook  farm,  which  deals 
with  about  two-thirds  of  the  population  of  the  Urban  District, 
the  sewage  is  treated  in  sedimentation  tanks  and  afterwards 
filtered  through  the  land.  The  remaining  part  of  the  district  is 
dealt  with  at  Statham  farm  by  means  of  lagoons  and  land  filtra¬ 
tion.  The  effluents  from  both  the  farms  has  been  analysed 
frequently  during  the  year  by  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  and  found  satisfactory. 

There  are  a  few  houses  in  outlying  parts  of  the  district  where 
the  sewage  is  dealt  with  in  septic  tanks  or  cesspools,  and  near 
M  assey  Brook  the  drains  from  about  30  houses  are  connected 
to  a  small  installation  consisting  of  sedimentation  tanks  and 
filters,  and  the  Council  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of 
this  plant. 

Closet  Accommodation. — During  1937,  fourteen  obsolete 
closets,  including  waste-water  closets,  earth  closets,  and  privies 
have  been  converted  to  clean-water  closets.  Six  of  these  are 
conversions  of  old  conveniences  and  the  others  are  additional 
to  an  existing  clean-water  closet.  In  one  case  the  drainage  was 
connected  to  an  existing  cesspool  at  farm  premises  and  in 
another  the  owner  voluntarily  converted  an  earth-closet  at  a  farm 
to  a  clean- water  closet  and  constructed  a  cesspool.  Cesspool 
construction  is  not  encouraged  and  this  is  one  of  two  constructed 
during  the  year. 


Two  formal  notices  have  been  served  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  section  47,  for  the  conversion  of  seven  waste- 
water  closets,  and  the  necessary  work  was  m  progress  at  the 
'end  of  the  year. 

Agreement  has  been  reached  informally  for  the  conversion 
of  twelve  other  waste-water  closets  and  seven  privies  early  in 

1938. 

At  three  houses  distant  from  the  sewer,  privy-middens  have 
been  replaced  by  pails  and  dust  bins. 

Public  Conveniences. — During  the  year  the  new  public 
conveniences  in  the  Village  were  completed.  The  conveniences 
are  situated  at  the  Old  Mill  corner,  and  the  roadway  has  been 
widened  and  the  general  amenities  improved  by  the  planting 
of  shrubs,  &c.,  at  this  point.  The  women’s  conveniences  consist 
to  two  W.C’s,  and  the  men’s  conveniences  of  urinal  accommo¬ 
dation  and  one  water  closet.  Sufficient  room  has  been  provided 
in  the  new  building  for  doubling  the  above  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation  if  required,  also  for  providing  lavatory  bowls  if  thought 
desirable  later. 

Public  Cleansing. — Prior  to  1937,  refuse  was  collected  from 
ashpits  and  ashbins,  which  necessitated  two  collections  over  the 
same  ground,  one  for  the  removal  of  the  contents  of  ashpits 
which  had  to  be  emptied  by  wheel-barrow  and  piled  on  the  road 
side,  and  the  other  for  the  ashbins  provided  at  houses  more 
recently  built  or  those  where  bins  were  provided  at  the  time  of 
conversion  of  privies. 

It  was  estimated  that  about  140  ashpits  remained  in  the 
district  immediately  before  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  came 
into  operation.  Under  the  powers  contained  in  Section  75  of 
that  Act,  all  of  these  ashpits  have  been  replaced  by  bins  to  a 
standard  set  out  in  the  Council’s  bye-laws  relating  to  New  Streets 
and  Buildings,  1925. 

The  refuse  collectors  now  remove  all  refuse  once  in  every 
eight  days.  “Night-soil”  removal  is  so  small  a  portion  of  the 
work  that  it  cannot  be  shown  separately.  Trade  refuse  is  not 
collected  separately  from  house  refuse  and  represents  a  small 
portion  of  the  total. 

-  Refuse  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  as  far  as  it  is 
possible  without  a  workman  permanently  on  the  tips.  There 
are  five  tips  in  use,  four  of  which  are  located  in  the  same  Ward, 
and  one  is  just  outside  the  district  boundary  and  takes  the  refuse 
from  the  Heatley  area.  The  average  length  of  haul  is  about 
two  miles. 


Detailed  Statistics  Relating  to  Collection  and  Disposal  of 

House  and  Trade  Refuse 

within  the  Urban  District  for  Financial  Year,  1937. 

Population  :  5,916. 

Area  :  4,241  acres. 

Number  of  Bins:  1,800  approximately.  (No  separate 
account  is  taken  of  “night-soil”  as  little  remains  in  the  district 
but  it  is  included  in  the  costing). 

Weight  of  refuse  per  annum:  1,950  tons. 

Weight  per  1,000  of  population  per  day:  About  1  ton. 
(Estimated  weight  per  load  of  30  cwt.). 

Staff  :  3  loaders  and  waggon  driver.  Work  per  day  of  nine 
hours. 

Approximate  :  5  loads  containing  7  tons  10  cwt. 

Number  of  bins  per  load  :  60. 

Bins  per  day  :  300. 

Cost  :  1 ,300  loads  per  annum  cost  £650. 

Cost  per  load,  10/-. 

Cost  per  ton,  6/8. 

Cost  per  bin,  7/3  per  annum. 

SHOPS  Act,  1934. — Inspection  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934, 
has  not  been  completed  over  the  whole  district,  but  where  plans 
have  been  submitted  for  alterations  to  shop  premises  its 
provisions  have  been  applied.  Two  lock-up  shops  have  been 
provided  with  water-closets,  and  one  with  provision  for  the 
taking  of  food.  Provision  for  washing  and  the  taking  of  food 
was  obtained  in  the  plans  submitted  for  proposed  extensions  to 
a  multiple  store.  Most  of  the  larger  shops  are  provided  with 
heating  apparatus,  but  the  majority  of  the  shops  in  the  district 
are  managed  by  the  occupier  without  outside  assistance. 

SMOKE  Abatement. — Complaints  of  black  smoke  were 
received  during  the  year  from  househoulders  near  to  chimneys 
of  annealing  furnaces.  An  interview  was  arranged  with  the  head 
of  the  firm  who  appreciated  the  difficulty  and  agreed  to  consider 
annealing  by  gas-fired  furnaces.  This  improvement  has  been 
partially  carried  out  and  is  proving  satisfactory. 


Nuisance  from  bakehouse  chimneys  has  been  abated  with¬ 
out  formal  action. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
approval  of  bye-laws  prohibiting  the  emission  of  black  smoke 
in  excess  of  two  minutes  in  any  period  of  30  minutes  from  any 
chimney  other  than  the  chimney  of  a  private  house. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. — Report  of  Observations  with 
Deposit  Gauge  at  Lymm,  July  to  December,  1937.  Figures 
represent  English  tons  per  square  mile. 


Composition  of  Undissolved  Matter. 


MONTH 

Total 

Solids 

Collected 

Tarry 

Matter 

1 

Combustible 

Insoluble 

m  CS2 

Ash 

Total 

Undissolved 

Matter 

1937 

July  . 

11.24 

0.26 

2.70 

2.30 

5.26 

August . 

9.47 

0.20 

1.56 

2.12 

3.88 

September  . 

8.80 

0.62 

1.85 

0.82 

3.29 

October . 

4.46 

0.31 

0.57 

1.26 

2.14 

November  . 

13.24 

0.62 

1.74 

4.07 

6.43 

December  . 

6.20 

0.42 

1.05 

1.54 

3.01 

33.41 

2.43 

9.47 

12.11 

24.01 

Composition  of  Dissolved  Matter. 


MONTH 

Loss  on 
Ignition 

Ash 

Total 

Dissolved 

Matter 

Sulphur 

as 

S°3 

Chlorine 
as  Cl. 

Ammonia 

as 

nh3 

Lime 

as 

CaO 

1937 

July .  ... 

1.71 

4.27 

5.98 

2.45 

1.18 

0.016 

0.81 

August  . 

2.77 

2.82 

5.59 

1.95 

0.83 

0.069 

0.58 

September 

1.65 

3.86 

5.51 

0.44 

0.52 

0.028 

0.35 

October  . 

1.08 

1.24 

2.32 

0.38 

0.54 

0.077 

0.30 

November 

2.20 

4.61 

6.81 

1.45 

1.08 

0.060 

0.43 

December 

1.28 

1.91 

3.19 

0.63 

0.83 

0.019 

0.25 

10.69 

18.71 

29.40 

7.30 

4.98 

0.269 

2.72 

[  27  ] 


Rainfall  for  Months  when  Observations  were  tal^en. 


MONTH 

MILLIMETRES 

INCHES 

1937 

July . 

42 

1.65 

August  . 

54 

2.13 

September  . 

22 

0.87 

October . 

61 

2.40 

November  . 

47 

1.85 

December  . 

43 

1.69 

I  aking  the  six  months  as  a  whole  these  results  show  that 
over  53  tons  of  solid  matter  fell  on  every  square  mile  of  the 
district.  Of  this  total  over  two  tons  consisted  of  tarry  matter 
and  over  7  tons  of  sulphuric  acid.  The  figure  for  tar  is  surprising 
and  is  heavier  than  is  found  in  some  industrial  towns. 

All  the  above  statistics  have  been  supplied  and  published 
in  this  report  by  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  S.  N.  Duguid,  B.Sc.  (Tech.), 
M.  Inst.  Fuel,  who  has  erected  a  deposit  gauge  at  his  home  in 
the  district  and  obtained  the  above  results. 

It  is  noticeable  every  year  that  whereas  trees  may  be  found 
in  North  Wales  in  full  leaf  in  the  middle  of  November,  similar 
trees  in  Lymm  are  denuded  by  the  middle  of  October.  This  is 
one  of  the  results  of  the  tar  and  sulphurous  acids  mentioned 
above  falling  on  the  area. 

It  is  a  reasonable  conclusion  that  if  trees  are  affected  all 
other  vegetation  is  similarly  affected.  A  considerable  loss  to 
growers. 

Most  of  the  pollution  is  borne  on  the  wind  from  other  areas 
and  will  not  be  effectively  controlled  until  Regional  Committees 
have  statutory  powers. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.- — There  are  no  public  or  private 
swimming  baths  in  the  district. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — Number  of  houses  disinfested 
belonging  to  the  Council — none. 

Numb  er  of  houses  disinfested  belonging  to  other  owners — 
eight. 

Subsequent  visits — ten. 

These  visits  have  shown  the  work  to  have  been  successful. 
Method  employed  is  spraying  stripped  walls  with  insecticide 
fluid,  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  In  no  case  has 
infestation  been  found  to  be  acute.  No  special  provisions  are 
made  at  present  to  prevent  new  tenants  taking  vermin  into 
Council  houses. 


Details  of  Inspection  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 


nature  of  inspections 

Number 

Number  of 
Notices  Served 

Results 

REMARKS 

Statut’y 

Informal 

Notices 
comp  I’d 
with 

Out¬ 

standing 

Legal 

Pro¬ 

ceedings 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply . 

45  ^ 

4 

4 

2 

6 

— 

1  appeal  to  Minister  of 
Health  pending. 

Drainage  of  Existing  Buildings.. 

119 

— 

29 

24 

5 

_ 

Inch  conversions. 

Stables  and  Piggeries . 

60 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Fried  Fish  Shops . 

15 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Canal  Boats  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories . 

17 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Workshops  and  Workplaces 

40 

— 

8 

4 

4 

— 

Outworkers  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Conveniences . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Enter¬ 
tainment  . 

1 

Refuse  Collection . 

270 

— 

129 

124 

5 

— 

Replacement  of  ashpits 

Refuse  Disposal  (Tips,  &c.) 

55 

and  renewal  of  bins. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Observations  . 

8 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Schools  . 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Shops  . 

11 

— 

3 

2 

1 

_ 

Miscellaneous . 

46 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ditches  and  Watercourses . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries, 
Disinfections,  &c . . 

80 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Housing. 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected 
under  Public  Health  Acts 

63 

1 

31 

25 

6 

1 

Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ... 

101 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected 
under  Housing  Acts  . 

85 

3 

47 

34 

16 

Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ... 

256 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  . 

13 

— 

3 

.  3 

— 

— 

Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ... 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Verminous  Premises. 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  ... 

18 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ... 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ... 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Food. 

Total  Meat  Inspection  Visits  ... 

209 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses  . 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  &  Milkshops 

141 

— 

7 

7 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . 

8 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits... 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Street  Vendors  &  Hawkers  Carts 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  in  connection  with 

Sampling — Milk . 

56 

Water 

13 

-  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1821 

13 

276 

240 

43 

1 

HOUSING. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
1  lousing  /\cts|  ...  ...  ...  •••  •  •• 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  . 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  . 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  . 


148 

148 


67 

67 

8 


140 


27 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

(а)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices . 

(o)  By  owners . 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners... 

(б)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  reme¬ 
died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(2)  Numb  er  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

[а)  By  owners . 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners... 


16 


45 

1 


Housing — continued 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  13  and  25  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  (Section  11) . 

10 

(la)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  repaired  on  owner’s 
undertaking  (Section  1  1  (2)  )  . 

4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  (Section  13)  . 

3 

(3)  Number  of  Houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas 

11 

( d )  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936  : — 

( 1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  . .  . 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936.— Part  IV. 


Overcrowding. 


(a)  — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  .  . .  18 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  20 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  144 

(b)  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  1 

(c)  — Number  of  cases  relieved  during  the  year .  4 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases .  39 

( d )  — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ... 


none 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MlLK  Supply. — Nearly  every  farmer  m  the  district  is 
primarily  engaged  in  milk  production  and  in  consequence  large 
quantities  are  sent  out  of  the  district  every  day,  principally  to 
Manchester,  Salford  and  Liverpool. 

Milk  is  retailed  in  the  district  by  18  local  producers  and  2 
outside  producers. 

A  total  of  56  samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year  from 
31  producers  in  the  district,  2  outside  producers  retailing  in  the 
district  and  1  dealer  in  ‘Tuberculin  Tested’’  milk.  Of  the  31 
producers,  10  remain  undesignated.  Most  of  them  maintain 
good  stock  and  premises  but  milk  very  small  herds,  six  of  them 
containing  no  more  than  14  cows. 

The  “Accredited  ’  producers  number  18,  two  of  these  have 
carried  out  structural  improvements  during  the  year,  which 
include  a  new  shippon  in  one  case,  and  dairy  premises  compri¬ 
sing  boiler-house,  sterilizing  and  washing  room,  and  milk  room 
in  the  other.  There  remain  three  or  four  “Accredited’’ 
producers  whose  buildings  are  not  as  light  and  airy  as  they  ought 
to  be,  nor  so  well  kept. 

The  number  of  “Tuberculin-Tested”  producers  still  remains 
at  three,  and  it  is  hoped  that  one  of  them  will  become 
“Attested”  during  the  coming  year,  a  very  good  isolation 
shippon  has  been  built  in  anticipation. 

There  are  no  pasteurising  plants  established  in  the  district. 
Pasteurised  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  produced  under  licence 
from  the  Warrington  Borough  Council. 


Samples  for  Bacterial  Count  and  Bacillus  Coli  during  1937. 


Lab.  Ref.  No. 

Cultivation  on  Standard 
Agar. 

Bacillus  Coli. 

Designation. 

1/37.  B.M.B.  15.238 

Count  1 ,297  per  1  cc. 

Absent  in  1  cc. 

“Tuberculin- 

Tested ’’(Deale 

2/37.  B.M.B.  15,239 

Count  3,950  per  1  cc. 

Absent  in  1/  and  1  / 

“Accredited” 

3/37.  B.M.B.  15,240 

Count  5,800  per  ]  cc. 

Absent  in  1l  and  L/ 

'io  '  loo 

“Accredited” 

4/37.  B.M.B,  15,241 

Count  65,500  per  1  cc. 

Present  in  1  tube  in  1  / 

10 

Absent  in  1f 

'  10  0 

“Accredited” 

25/37.  B.M.B.  15,624 

Count  4,950  per  1  cc. 

Absent  in  1  cc. 

“Accredited” 

38/37.  B.M.B.  16,058 

Count  129,000  per  1  cc. 

*Present  in  3  tubes  in 

v 

'  100 

“Tuberculin- 
Tested’  (Deale 

50/37.  B.M.B.  16,483 

Count  2,020  per  1  cc. 

Absent  in  xl 

'  100 

“Tuberculin- 

Tested”(Deale 

*Below  standard. 

The  presence  of  bacillus  coli  indicates  pollution  with  faecal  matter. 


Samples  for  Tuberculosis. 


Bulk  samples  collected  at  the  farm .  46 

Number  reported  positive .  2 

Individual  cows — number  sampled .  1 

Number  reported  positive .  0 

Total  samples  ...  47 


Samples  for  Brucella  Abortus. 

28,810.  One  individual  sample  taken  and  found  negative. 


Summary  of  Milk  Sampling  for  Tubercle  Bacilli,  1927-37. 

Number  of 

Number 

Percentage 

Year. 

Samples. 

Positive. 

Positive. 

1927 

30 

0 

0.0 

1 928 

32 

7 

22.0 

1929 

34 

2 

6.0 

1930 

33 

1 

3.0 

1931 

40 

7 

17.5 

1932 

44 

3 

7.0 

1933 

46 

1 

2.1 

1934 

48 

3 

6.3 

1933 

34 

1 

3.0 

1936 

26 

0 

0.0 

1937 

47 

2 

4.25 

Meat  Inspection. — There  are  four  slaughter-houses  licenced 
annually,  three  of  these  are  in  regular  use  by  five  butchers,  each 
with  one  shop.  One  of  these  is  situated  in  a  neighbouring 
district,  but  apart  from  this  instance  all  meat  dressed  in  the 
.  district  is  for  local  consumption.  The  quality  of  the  meat  is 
consistently  high,  being  mainly  well  finished  heifers  suitable  for 
a  good  residential  trade. 

Two  of  the  slaughter-houses  are  of  modern  construction, 
electrically  lit,  with  good  lairage  accommodation  attached,  good 
approaches,  and  well  kept.  The  others  are  older  buildings  not 
so  well  provided  with  modern  facilities  nor  so  well  situated  but 
are  satisfactorily  maintained. 

The  amount  of  occasional  slaughtering  carried  out  on  farm 
premises  is  not  extensive,  notice  of  slaughter  being  received 
from  six  premises  other  than  slaughter-houses  during  the  year. 


There  is  no  scheme  of  meat  marking  in  force  in  the  district 
under  Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

1  he  food  shops,  travelling  vans,  and  lorries  are  all  subject 
to  periodical  inspection. 

No  attempt  is  made  at  ante-mortem  inspection  of  animals 
slaughtered  in  the  district. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Meat  Seized. 


Cattle. 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (approx.)... 

300 

50 

24 

910 

150 

Number  inspected  . 

267 

40 

17 

455 

125 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis.  Whole  carcases 
condemned  . 

- - 

— 

— _ 

— 

1 

Carcases  in  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

10 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  . 

3.7% 

7'/i% 

2.4% 

Tuberculosis  only.  Whole 
carcases  condemned  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— — 

Carcases  in  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

16 

12 

— — 

— 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis . 

6%  ! 

35.25% 

— 

— 

2.4% 

Adulteration,  &c.,  of  Food. — The  following  Acts  and 
Regulations  are  administered  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council, 
viz.  :  — 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929. 

Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and 
1927. 

Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927. 
Public  Health  (Preservatives,  &c.,  in  Food)  Regulations, 
1925  and  1927. 

And  the  undermentioned  particulars  of  samples  obtained  in  the 
Lymm  Urban  District  during  1937  have  been  supplied  by  the 
courtesy  of  Mr.  Stacey  Hallard,  Chief  Inspector  of  the  County 
Weights  and  Measures  Department. 


Name  of  Sample. 

Number 

obtained. 

Number  not  up 
to  standard. 

Aspirin  Tablets  . 

1 

— 

Brawn  . 

1 

— 

Borax  and  Honey 

1 

— 

Camphorated  Oil . 

1 

1 

— - 

Cream  . 

— 

Eucalyptus  Oil  . 

1 

— 

Glycerine  . . 

1 

— 

Gin . 

1 

— - 

Milk . 

19 

2 

Milk  (Condensed)  . 

1 

— 

Polony .  . 

1 

— 

Potted  Meat . 

1 

— 

Sausages . 

1 

— 

Throat  Tablets  . 

1 

32 

2 

Particulars  of  Samples  not  up  to  Standard. 


Identification 


Sample 

No. 

Analysis 

Action  Taken 

Milk 

2869 

9%  deficient  in  fat 

Seller  cautioned 

Milk 

2951 

4.6%  deficient  in  fat 

Seller  cautioned 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Samples  of  milk  and  water  collected  in  the  district  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  York  Place,  Manchester. 


NUTRITION. — No  special  steps  have  been  taken  in  the  district 
to  increase  the  knowledge  of  the  public  on  the  importance  of 
adequate  nutrition  and  no  special  investigations  have  been 
carried  out. 

SHELLFISH  (Molluscan). — There  are  no  shellfish  beds  or 
layings  within  the  district  and  no  action  has  been  taken  under 

(a)  Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1934. 

(b)  Public  Health  (Cleansing  of  Shellfish)  Act,  1932. 

1  he  shellfish  marketed  in  the  district  include  oysters,  mussels, 
and  cockles,  the  two  last-named  are  principally  obtained  from 
O’Meath,  Ireland,  and  Mostyn,  Flint,  N.  Wales. 

BUILDING  INSPECTOR  S  REPORT. 

Th  e  year  1937  has  not  been  on  outstanding  one  for  building 
development.  The  following  list  gives  the  number  and  types  of 
houses  completed  during  the  year  :  — 

Bungalows  .  1 

Detached  Houses .  12 

Semi-detached  Houses .  14 

Total  ...  27 

All  of  these  houses  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise.  There 
seems  little  scope  in  the  district  for  speculative  building  and  the 
erection  of  new  houses  in  the  district  by  private  enterprise  has 
had  little  effect  on  the  housing  conditions  of  the  working  classes. 

The  Bye-laws  relating  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings  which 
were  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  in  1925  are  being 
replaced  by  the  Model  Bye-laws  Series  IV.,  1937,  so  far  as  new 
buildings,  &c.,  are  concerned.  The  new  Model  Series  under 
Section  157  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  will  replace  the 
Bye-laws  relating  to  New  Streets. 

Restriction  of  Ribbon  Development  Act,  1935. 

The  above  Act  provides  for  the  control  of  development 
along  or  near  the  frontages  of  roads  and  the  preservation  of 
amenities  in  the  neighbourhood  of  roads.  For  these  purposes 
the  Act  confers  on  the  Council,  in  relation  to  roads  for  which 
they  are  the  highway  authority,  power  to  adopt  standard  widths 
for  any  roads  in  their  area  which  are  highways  repairable  by  the 
inhabitants  at  large. 

Where  a  standard  width  has  been  adopted  it  is  unlawful, 
without  the  consent  of  the  highway  authority  :  — 

(1)  to  make  any  new  means  of  access  to  or  from  the 

road  ;  or 

(2)  to  erect  or  make  any  building  or  to  construct  any  works 

upon  any  land  within  the  standard  width. 


Standard  widths  have  been  adopted  in  respect  of  the 
following  streets,  viz.  :  — 


Name 

Commencing  at 

Terminating  at 

Booth’s  Lane 

Cherry  Lane 

Massey  Brook  Lane 

Massey  Brook  Lane 

Booth’s  Hill  Road 

Massey  Brook 

Warrington  Road 

Thelwall  Brook  Bridge 

Star  Lane 

Pool  Lane 

Warrington  Road 

Star  Lane 

Whitbarrow  Road 

Star  Lane 

Bridgewater  Street 

Brookfield  Road 

Whitbarrow  Road 

Church  Road 

Rectory  Lane 

Lymm  Cross 

Church  Green 

Pepper  Street 

Lymm  Cross 

“Raven  Bank” 

Sutch  Lane 

“Raven  Bank’’ 

Oughtrington  Lane 

Longbutt  Lane 

Pepper  Street 

Oughtrington  Lane 

Oughtrington  Lane 

Higher  Lane 

O'ughtrington  Bridge 

Oughtrington  Crescent 

Oughtrington  Bridge 

Sandy  Lane 

Sandy  Lane 

Oughtrington  Crescent 

Rush  Green  Road 

Stage  Lane 

Oughtrington  Crescent 

Mill  Lane 

Warrington  Lane 

Burford  Lane 

U.D.  Boundary  at  Agden 
Bridge 

Agden  Lane 

Agden  Bridge 

U.D.  Boundary  at  Agden 
Lane  Farm 

Agden  Park  Lane 

Agden  Lodge 

U.D.  Boundary  adjoining 
Agden  Park 

Crouchley  Lane 

Higher  Lane 

U.D.  Boundary  at  Deans 
Green 

Mag  Lane 

Crouchley  Lane 

U.D.  Boundary  at  Mag 
Brook 

Elm  Tree  Road 

Church  Road 

Cherry  Lane 

Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1932. 

A  draft  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  North  Cheshire  Area, 
of  which  Lymm  is  a  constituent  authority,  and  all  new  develop¬ 
ment  schemes  are  considered  in  relation  to  that  scheme. 

Council  Houses. 

The  Council  owns  208  houses  in  the  district  the  maintenance 
of  which  is  carried  out  by  local  contractors  under  the  direction 
of  the  Building  Inspector. 

On  the  Crouchley  Lane  site  47  houses  have  been  supplied 
with  new  rivetted  galvanised  iron  supply  cisterns,  and  54  houses 
on  the  Crescent  and  Pepper  Street  sites  have  been  repainted 
externally. 

Yards  and  paths  have  been  maintained  by  the  Council  s 
workmen. 


Tabular  Statement  of  Inspections. 


Description 


Notices  served 
regarding 

No.  of  contraventions 
Inspections  of  bye-laws 


General  Inspections  including  foundations, 
footings,  damp-proof  course  and  site 

concrete  . 

Drainage  of  new  premises . 

Visits  to  Council  houses  regarding  com¬ 
plaints  of  defects  and  inspection  of 

repairs . 

Survey  of  electrical  installations  and 
fittings  in  Council  houses  . 


183 

12! 

495 

220 


21 


1019  2! 


Legal  Proceedings. 

Proceedings  were  taken  on  one  occasion  during  the  year  and 
a  conviction  was  obtained  with  costs  for  the  erection  of  premises 
without  the  submission  of  plans. 

Particulars  of  Plans  Submitted,  1937. 


Detached  Houses .  19 

Semi-detached  Houses .  4 

Garages  (brick)  .  3 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds .  5 

Temporary  Buildings  .  3 

Bungalows  .  3 

Business  Premises  (Alteration,  &c.) .  11 

Lay-out  Plans .  2 

Miscellaneous .  8 


58 


In  conclusion  we  wish  to  express  our  thanks  to  all  con¬ 
cerned  for  willing  help  and  co-operation,  factors  which  have 
materially  contributed  to  the  progress  made  during  the  year. 

We  are,  Sirs, 

Yours  obediently, 

D.  MORT, 

Surveyor  and  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector . 

S.  CAYTON, 

Sanitary  and  Building  Inspector . 
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